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the provinces 5500 : in 1750 it had 1000 and the provinces
over 12,000 *. The disparity was due partly to economic
causes—the work could be done more cheaply in the pro-
vinces, where the earnings of an artisan averaged los. a week,
than in London where they averaged 153. 2; but it was pro-
moted by the policy of the Company in limiting the number
of apprentices. To some extent this policy was forced on it
by the violent conduct of the journeymen: in 1710 they
smashed a hundred frames belonging to masters who had
disregarded the rule to keep one journeyman for every three
apprentices. To escape the Company's restrictions some of
the masters removed their businesses into the provinces :
one had as many as forty-nine apprentices, largely parish
apprentices, another twenty-five, and a third twenty-three.
The London authorities imposed fines, amounting in one case
to £400, but when an action was tried in a court of law (1728)
the judges returned a verdict against them on the ground
that frame-work knitting was not a trade at the time of the
passing of the Statute of Apprentices 3. In order to meet the
competition of the provinces which undersold the London
makers, the Company established in 1720 a joint stock. A
capital of two millions was contemplated, and each of the
eighteen assistants was to be assigned £1000 worth of stock
for which he paid nothing ; actually the working capital
was only £10,000, representing the accumulated funds of the
Company. When this amount was exhausted the Company
became impoverished, and it was to replenish its funds that
it sought occasions for exactions which increased the dis-
content of the provincial members 4. Matters came to a head
in 1753. Parliament appointed a committee to investigate
the complaints of frame-work knitters that the Company
was seeking to extend its jurisdiction over the whole kingdom
—it had erected a court in Nottingham to exercise authority
1 Felkin, op. cit. 67, 72, 76. In 1750 the total in Great Britain and
Ireland was 14,000, the Midland counties alone having 10,000; Scotland
had only a few : ibid. 117.
3 Early eighteenth century : ibid. 72. But in 1747 Campbell noted that
in London they seldom earned above gs. or los. a week : The London
Tradesman, 215,
3 Felkin, op. cit. 73-75* 227-
* House of Commons Journals, xxvi. 785 seq.; Felkin, op. cit., 73-74.

